Creative writing: Burne-Jones, Laus Veneris

Group Leader Information 

Love sometimes feels simple but at other times seems very complicated. Throughout the centuries, artists and writers have described the joys and pains of love in many different ways. 
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Laus Veneris, 1873-75, by Edward Burne Jones (1833-1898) 
Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle upon Tyne (Tyne & Wear Museums), © Tyne & Wear Museums. 
This image is protected by copyright. No copy of the image may be made except for personal use.

Background information 
Burne Jones’s painting Laus Veneris (In Praise of Love) was inspired by a poem by his friend Algernon Swinburne, which retold the ancient legend of Tannhauser. 
In the story, Tannhauser was a knight of long ago who found the secret palace of Venus, the goddess of love. He spent a year with her, but then began to feel guilty for ignoring his duties as a knight and spending his time only on pleasure.
The picture shows Tannhauser and his friends leaving Venus’s palace. The story tells how he travels to visit the Pope to ask for forgiveness. However, the Pope says that forgiveness would be as likely as his wooden staff bursting into flower. After Tannhauser leaves, the miracle happens. However, Tannhauser has already returned to Venus and a life of self-indulgent love.
The following exercise can be achieved by people who have different learning styles or abilities. It can be used for individual or group work. 

The key to a good poem is in the editing, deciding what to keep, what to leave out and what order to write it in.
Suggested Exercise:  A list poem of opposite feelings                                                                 

1. Look & discuss: What can you see in the painting that tells us the story. Some examples:
· Symbols: music, fallen rose, cupid, crown 

· Opposites: different colours and materials described

· Composition: Where the different characters are placed, what divides them, how they are grouped together.  

2. Individually, think about your own experience & write a list of the things you like about love. Then write a list of all the things you don’t like about love. Think about memories and details that make you smile or words that catch the feeling. For example: 
What I love about love is it transports me.
What I hate about love is the way it’s like a runaway train.


3. Everyone choose and say aloud one thing from their lists – their favourite or the strongest or funniest. Write it down as above: 

What I love about love is...
What I hate about love is...

Make sure you’ve said it as simply and in as few words as possible.  Test the rhythm by saying it aloud.

 4. Work together to arrange all the lines in a list poem that everyone can read together as a chorus, or with each person reading their own lines.  Decide together what would work well as an opening couplet and what would be a good note to end on.


In Praise of Love

What I love about love is the companionship

What I hate about love is being nagged

What I love about love is its power

What I hate about love is its sadness

What I love about love is the closeness

What I hate about love is losing love

What I love about love is happiness

What I hate about love is leaving my sister

What I love about love is it’s everything

What I hate about love is when I’m not loved back

What I love about love is the other person

What I hate about love is the fear of losing it

What I love about love is understanding

What I hate about love is someone telling you what to do

What I love about love is sharing things

What I hate about love is possessiveness

What I love about love is being at one with another

What I hate about love is feeling lost when you’re apart
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