Using Love across the curriculum.

This section includes ideas and suggestions for how to use the paintings from the Love exhibition across the curriculum in the classroom either before your visit or as follow up work after your visit.

Art & Design
· Draw self portraits with a friend, encouraging pupils to think about position, body language and expressions.
· Provide children with written descriptions of 4 characters and their relationship to one another, for example Mr Laing is tall, dark and thin and he is very bossy. Mrs Laing is short and plump and very shy. Draw the 4 characters thinking about position and body language.

· Get pupils to choose a painting, in pairs one pupil describes the key features to partner. The partner, who is not allowed to see the work, makes a drawing in response to the description. This could also be done with one person describing the artwork to the rest of the class.

· In small groups spend time looking at the exhibition or images of the exhibition. Then ask the children to choose five artworks to go in their own exhibition discussing and identifying similarities between the works.

English/ Drama/ PHSE
· Write an imaginary conversation between two people in an artwork and then write it up as a script. Pupils can then act out the scene to the rest of the class.

· Write short stories about what might have happened before or after a scene in one of the paintings.

· Write letters or postcards from a character in a painting to someone they love.
· Discuss people’s relationships in the paintings and how their posture and body language varies depending on what they are feeling, saying or doing. How do we stand when we are happy, crying, arguing? Get pupils to choose two characters and act out their relationship/ body language without using words, get the rest of the class to guess how they feel about each other.

· Interview an artwork. In small groups, one member of the group pretends to be a character in a chosen artwork. The rest of the group can ask that person questions such as ‘What was it like posing for the artist?’ ‘What is your favourite food’.

Music
· Make a soundscape to accompany a painting. Choose an artwork that can be easily interpreted audibly. Ask pupils to imagine the different sounds in the work. Split the class into groups and get each group to focus on one sound such as the sea, sky or people. Bring all the groups together to create the soundtrack.
· Experiment with different types and styles of music and find some that would best fit the nature of the painting.

Numeracy
· Make a grid over an image of a painting and ask children to plot co-ordinates to locate objects. 

· Look at dates associated with each painting. How long ago was the picture painted? How old was the artist when they painted it? Which is the oldest painting in the exhibition? Which is the most contemporary?

History
· Explore families and generations by compiling family trees and making wall charts.

· Develop discussions about the costume, architecture, music, literature and social hierarchies in the paintings and compare to the modern day.

Science

· Identify different materials in the paintings and sort them into groups based on their properties, for example, reflective, non reflective and hard and soft.

Geography

· Research the location of where the paintings are set and find them on a map or globe. Find all the paintings that are set in Britain and plot them on a map. Research any paintings set in the North East and locate the site on a map.
