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New Bridge Street

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE1 8AG

Tel: 0191 232 7734

Fax: 0191 222 0952

www.twmuseums.org.uk

Dear Teacher or Group Leader,

Thank you for your interest in visiting the Laing Art Gallery. This resource pack aims to support you in making a visit to the Laing Art Gallery with your class. We have included information that you may find useful in preparing for your visit. You will also find information on access and facilities, hazard identification and how to plan and book a visit to the gallery.
A visit to an art gallery can be a rewarding experience for children and adults of all ages. From our permanent collection to exciting temporary exhibitions, the Laing has something to offer everyone. After a group visit, children can be encouraged to use the gallery’s resources outside of school time with family and friends as part of an approach to informal life-long learning.

The Learning Team at the Laing offer facilitated workshops throughout the school year, and can advise on what your group might gain from a self-led visit. If you have any questions, please contact the Learning Team on 0191 211 2104. 
We hope you enjoy your visit to the Laing Art Gallery, and that you and your class find it an enjoyable and enriching experience.

Yours sincerely

Jennifer Locke

Learning Officer, Laing Art Gallery, Tyne and Wear Museums

Access and Facilities
Contact Details:

Laing Art Gallery

New Bridge Street

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE1 8AG

Tel: 0191 232 7734

Fax: 0191 222 0952

www.twmuseums.org.uk

Admission to the Laing Art Gallery is FREE.
Open: Monday - Saturday 10.00 am to 5.00 pm




        Sunday 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm
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The nearest Metro Station to the Gallery is Monument, which is approximately 5 minutes walk away.

All buses stopping at the Haymarket are approximately 10 minutes walk away; buses stopping at Pilgrim Street are approximately 3 minutes walk away.

Parking facilities outside the Gallery are very limited.  There are parking meters to the side of the Gallery, including 2 disabled parking bays. There is also an NCP car park under the Premier Inn Hotel to the right of the building and one on Durant Road – see map 

The main entrance to the Gallery, which provides flat access, is through the glass doors facing New Bridge Street.  There are two sets of glass doors which are both automatic.

[image: image3.wmf]
How to get around the Gallery:
There are 2 levels on the ground floor.  Visitors enter on the lower ground floor which is a shop and reception area.  Please ask reception staff if you require a wheelchair for loan.

Guide dogs are welcome and can be provided with a drink if required.

A lift to the right of the reception area is available to go to all floors.

The ground floor is above and beyond the entrance and shop area and includes Art on Tyneside, All About Art resource area and All About Art for under 5s', the Marble Hall, Craft shop and Café Laing.

On the mezzanine floor the Function Room is used for lectures and events, and can be reached by the lift or main staircase.  

Using the main staircase there are 35 steps to the first floor (height 15cm / 6ins). From the All About Art area there are 34 steps (height 17cm / 61/2 ins) to the first floor. This staircase leads to the Barbour Watercolour Gallery.

What else is in the Gallery?
Lower ground floor: 
An accessible toilet with baby changing 
Ground floor: 

Café Laing with high chairs (closing at 4.30 pm); 

Male & Female accessible toilets with baby changing facilities to the rear of the Café 

Two accessible toilets near the main staircase
with baby changing facilities
First floor: 


An Education Room equipped for art activities; 

Exhibitions:
Our exhibitions and displays are intended to be accessible for as wide a range of visitors as possible.  Labels are written in clear print, and some are available as Braille.  Light levels are usually good, but some areas may have low light levels in order to avoid damage to the objects on display.

Tour of the Laing Art Gallery

Welcome to the Laing Art Gallery...

The Laing Art Gallery, founded in 1901, is the principal art gallery in the North East of England. The Gallery houses an outstanding collection of fine and decorative art including examples of British oil painting and watercolours, ceramics, silver and glassware. The collection comprises around 7,000 decorative art objects, 4,000 watercolours and works on paper and 1,000 oil paintings. In 1998 the art collections managed by Tyne & Wear Museums were 'designated' as being of national importance under the DCMS Designation Scheme. The Laing Art Gallery offers a lively mix of temporary exhibitions, imaginative permanent displays and award winning Learning and outreach programmes. A variety of events and activities run throughout the year to complement the exhibition programme. 

Ground Floor

Entrance and Shops

There are two levels on the ground floor. You enter on the lower ground floor, which has flat access and automatic doors, into the shop and reception area. Please ask a member of staff if you require a wheelchair for loan. Guide dogs are welcome. A lift to the right of this area is available to go to all floors. The shop on the lower ground floor sells posters, postcards, souvenirs, art materials, books and greetings cards. It also sells a range of small 'pocket-money' stationary items for under £3. There is also an accessible toilet with baby changing facilities on this floor.

Art on Tyneside 

This gallery is on the ground floor and leads from the craft shop to the Café.

This permanent exhibition opened in 1991. It is a multi-disciplinary display which features both fine and decorative art including paintings, prints, textiles, ceramics, silver and glass. The displays lead the visitor on a journey through the last 400 years of Tyneside’s rich history and culture, as represented in its arts and crafts traditions. From Border Warfare, through the Age of Elegance to the swinging sixties, right up to the present day which is represented by changing displays resulting from outreach and project work run by the Learning department.

Highlights of the display include paintings by Ralph Hedley, J.W Carmichael and T.M Richardson. There is also a fine display of prints and wood-blocks by Thomas Bewick. Art on Tyneside also features Newcastle Silver, Bielby and Sowerby glass and fine local pottery including Mailing.

Light levels in this gallery are quite low, to protect the artworks, and there is a tactile pathway to lead visitors through the display. Sounds and smells are used to evoke an atmosphere of the past. There are also three thermoforms relating to key paintings from the collection. The displays have been designed to appeal to all ages and visitors will find interactives and a video towards the end of the display.

Café Laing

Café Laing is situated on the ground floor at the end of the Marble Hall.  This large but cozy café provides a comfortable setting, within the Gallery, to enjoy tasty snacks and drinks from tea and coffee to light meals. The café is fully accessible and has highchairs for babies. It is open from 10.00-4.30 Monday to Saturday and 2.00 - 4.30 on Sundays. Toilets with baby changing facilities are located at the back of the Café.

Marble Hall and Rotunda

The Marble Hall and Rotunda, located on the floor above, are distinctive examples of the original Baroque-style architecture of the Laing Art Gallery. The Hall takes its name from the beautiful marble floor which features tiles of the local Frosterly marble.Outside the Café you will find a tactile representation which explains Frosterly marble in more detail.

Volunteers from the Friends of the Laing Art Gallery are available most days at the central welcome desk to assist visitors with enquiries. 'Star' paintings from the collection are featured in changing displays along with some examples of sculpture from the Laing's collection.

All About Art area and central staircase

This space is divided into two. One half contains a small selection of paintings from the collection, comfortable seating and study space. Here you will find information panels and leaflets containing information about the building, its history and collections. 

This space also features a 'Living Painting' situated at the back of the gallery in an area that is used for storytelling from time to time. The living painting consists of a large landscape painted on the wall with a framed mirror opposite. Visitors standing between the two look as if they are actually inside the picture!

All About Art for under 5s'

This room is designed for children under 5 and focuses on providing a friendly introduction to art and art galleries for the very young.  It aims to stimulate creative and imaginative play for pre-school children, particularly those of between 3 & 5 years old and their parents or carers.  

The space contains interactives and opportunities for young children to explore the properties of two and three-dimensional art. It is designed to stimulate investigation and learning about art, colour, texture and shape. 

The central staircase leads up 34 steps to the first floor and directly into the Barbour Watercolour Gallery.

First Floor

The main staircase from the Marble Hall leads you up 35 steps to the Rotunda on the first floor.  On the Rotunda you will find a featured painting and examples of sculpture from the collection.  From the Rotunda you can access the Exhibition Gallery, and Galleries A and D, leading through to Galleries B and C.  The Barbour Watercolour Gallery can be accessed from Gallery A or via the central staircase leading from The Resource Area.

Galleries A B & C

Temporary Exhibitions Galleries

The Laing offers a range of temporary exhibitions throughout the year. 

These three galleries host a rolling programme of fascinating exhibitions, combining imaginative displays from the permanent collection with wide ranging innovative exhibitions. Including both contemporary and historical displays, many of the featured exhibitions are on tour from national or international collections of world class art. Please ask at the welcome desk for information about current and forthcoming exhibitions. 

Exhibition Gallery (next to the lift)

This space hosts a changing programme of Contemporary and Modern Art.  Please ask at the welcome desk for details of current or forthcoming exhibitions.

The 18th and 19th Century Gallery

Here you will find important paintings and decorative art from the collection permanently on display. This Gallery features works from the 18th and 19th centuries. 

One of the main strengths of the collection is 19th Century fine art paintings with two world famous masterpieces of Pre Raphaelite art: William Holman Hunt’s Isabella and the Pot of Basil and Edward Burne-Jones Laus Veneris.  There are also paintings by Arthur Hughes, Alma Tadema, Gainsborough and Gaugin.  The Laing also has one of the most comprehensive collections of the work of locally born British Romantic artist John Martin. In this gallery you will also find a bronze tactille representation of Martin's painting The Destruction of Sodam and Gommorah. The display includes other key paintings from the collection and examples of 18th and 19th century decorative arts. 

Please note: some of the paintings do travel to other venues from time to time, and may not be on display when you visit.

Barbour Watercolour Gallery 

The Barbour Watercolour Gallery showcases changing displays of paintings from the Laing's internationally important collection of approximately 4000 watercolour paintings and drawings. Please ask at the welcome desk for information about current and forthcoming exhibitions. 
Resources 
Schools Resources

· Facilitated workshops take place throughout the school year. Please check our website www.twmuseums.org.uk for more information or phone the Learning Team on 0191 211 2104

· Activity sheets and handling resources are available for some of the temporary and permanent displays call the Learning Team on 0191 2112104 for more information.
· A room is available for packed lunches and project work. It must always be booked in advance.

· Posters of the most popular works in the Gallery’s collection are available from the Gallery Shop, together with postcards, books and other resources.  Please contact the Gallery Shop on 0191 232 7734 for details of availability and prices.

Activities and Events
· A variety of activities and events run throughout the year to complement the exhibition programme.  Past activities have included artist-led workshops for families and adults, tours, talks and other events. Information of forthcoming events will be posted on the website or will be sent to you on request.

· Free Family ARTventures drop-in sessions are held on Saturdays and during the school holidays from 1:30 – 3:30.

· A regular programme of talks for adults takes place at various times during the year. 

· Please contact the Gallery for details of these and other activities.
All About Art for Under 5s'

This space is designed to be used by children under the age of 5, together with their parents and carers.  It provides a friendly introduction to visiting art galleries for the very young.  The room contains books, toys, interactives and soft toys to get children thinking about colour, shape, texture and form.  When visiting All About Art for Under 5s', children must be accompanied by an adult at all times.

Suggestions for planning a Visit
Before the Visit:
· Read through the Information for teachers and groups leaders.
· Admission to the Gallery and all exhibitions is free, but all school and group visits must be booked in advance. See next page – Booking a visit

· Consult our website for details on facilitated workshops. If you prefer to lead your group yourself, decide on themes you’d like to focus on

· Visit the gallery before you take your group, in order to familiarise yourself with the layout and content of the gallery and exhibitions. This is especially recommended if you will be self-led

· Check where the facilities are within the building 

· We can provide a hazard identification form to help you prepare your risk assessment

· Explain to adult helpers and children where they are going and what they are going to do there.

· It may help to divide your group into smaller units, and make sure they know which they are in. This may save you time if you find you need to organise the children into smaller groups during your visit to the gallery
· Adult to child ratio: In order to satisfy the standards recommended by DfES Health and Safety of Pupils on Education Visits 1998, please make sure you have at least 1 adult for every 6 pupils in Years 1 – 3; 1 adults for every 10 pupils in Years 4 upwards
During the Visit:

· On arrival all visiting groups should report to the attendant on duty at the reception desk just inside the front doors.  You will be asked to sign in as a precaution in case of a fire alarm. The front of house staff will then advise you where to go as necessary.

· If your students wish to use the shop, please make sure you allow time for this. A maximum of ten children can use the shop at any one time and each group must always be supervised.

· Please remember that you are responsible for your group at all times.  The gallery is a relatively safe environment, but please do not leave children unsupervised or allow them to run in the gallery.

· Please note if you would like to take photographs please ask an attendant for details. Flash photography and tripods are not allowed in the gallery and no photography is allowed in any of the temporary exhibitions.
· Enjoy your visit to the Laing Art Gallery!
Please see our other downloads for information about activities and ways of talking about art with your pupils.

If you have any questions or need further information, please 

contact the Learning Team on 0191 211 2104.

Booking a Visit

All group visits to the Laing Art Gallery should be booked at least one week in advance.
To book a visit, phone the Learning Team on 0191 211 2104
When you phone you will need the following information to hand:

· Date, time and length of visit

· Name of school or college

· Address, phone number & contact name

· Type of school i.e. Primary, middle, etc

· Please specify if L.E.A or Independent and give name of area

· Number of students in group and number of accompanying adults

· Year group and Key stage of students

· Nature of visit (name of exhibition / activity etc)

· If your group has any disability related access requirements please let us know when you make your booking.




Information pack for teachers and group leaders








