
Revisit Roman Arbeia - part 1 
Teacher’s notes for the museum and 
gatehouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arbeia Roman Fort & Museum is managed by Tyne & Wear Archives & 
Museums on behalf of South Tyneside Council 
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Information for group leaders  
 
Worksheet activity 
 
·  This pack has been designed as a Key Stage 2 self led tour of 

Arbeia Roman Fort & Museum 
·  The worksheets will develop your group’s reading, 

mathematics, observation and logic skills along with their 
knowledge of history 

·  You will find site and building plans in the packs 
·  The worksheets are to be used in the museum, outside the 

gatehouse, in the barrack block and the Commanding Officer’s 
house 

·  The answers for the children’s worksheets are included in the 
teacher’s booklets 

·  To gain the most from Revisit Roman Arbeia, you wil l 
need to download all of the relevant packs from the  Tyne 
& Wear Archives & Museums website 

 
Fort site information 
 
·  The booklets include information about the excavated fort site. 

To achieve the most from the excavations it is advi sed 
that you conduct a preliminary trip to Arbeia prior  to your 
group visit  

·  Please note that the surface of the excavated site is very 
uneven 

 
·  Arbeia is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Please tell  your 

group to walk on the paths and not along excavated walls. 
 
 
Booklet contents 
 
Questions and answers to museum worksheets ………. Page 2 
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In the museum  
 
Info for group leader : Arbeia’s museum is split into 2 galleries; ‘Roman Life’ on 
one side and ‘Roman Death and Burial’ on the other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the museum, tell your group to find the following items and answer the 
questions. Please ask your group to start at different objects. 
 
 

What are tombstones for?  
 
Marking where someone has been buried  
 
Who does this tombstone belong to? 
 
Regina 
 
Can you find XXX on the tombstone? This is a Roman 
numeral which tells us her age when she died. How old was 
she? 30 years old  

 
 

Find this roof tile with some footprints on. An animal walked 
over the tile when it was still wet. What type of animal was it? 
 

b. A dog 
 
 

 
Find this sword. The Romans worshipped lots of gods. 
This sword has a picture of Mars, the Roman god of 
war, on it. Look at the gods below and circle the 
correct answers: 
 
 

 
I am Venus, goddess of: Love 
I am Jupiter, god of: thunder 
I am Minerva, goddess of: wisdom 

Roman Life 
gallery Roman Death and 

Burial gallery 
To fort 
site 

To street 

 
 
Desk 

Pictures of the gods 
can be found in the 
TimeQuest gallery 
(admission charge is 
applicable). 
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Find this skeleton.  
 
 
 
 
 
All the objects around the skeleton are things that a dead Roman may have 
been buried with. 
 
Which of these things can you not  see? 
 
c. A pair of shoes (may have rotted away) 
 
At the gatehouse  
 
Stand your group facing the West Gate with your backs to the street. 
 
What can you see on the gatehouse? Circle the words that are on the 
gatehouse. Draw an arrow on the picture pointing to where you can see them: 
 
Windows 
Archways 
Metal - on the doors 
Wood - on the doors 
Stone 
Writing - on a plaque above the archways 
 
The gatehouse is a reconstruction. What does ‘reconstruction’ mean? 
Something from the past that has been re-created to  show people what 
it would have looked like 
 


