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Focussing Devices

It can be useful to provide pupils with simple focussing devices such as viewfinders.  These can be made from simple squares, rectangles or other shapes cut out of card. Use the viewfinder to isolate the three most interesting parts of the painting, or three areas that are very different from each other.

Storyboards can also be used to break a complex image up for closer analysis.  Students can make a series of drawings and descriptions to explain what is happening in a picture.

Searching activities

Activities which focus attention on details of the artworks can help students to examine the art by isolating specific features.  Points can be listed and compared.  Simple tasks like ‘match’, ‘find’, and ‘copy’ will assist pupils in writing and speaking their opinions. (See Activities for a Self-Led Visit)
Themes

It is often useful to approach art thematically. Themes such as ‘buildings’, ‘animals’ or ‘portraits’ can be used to encourage comparison between the work of different artists and help students understand that there are many ways of seeing and responding to things.

Sketching

Students learn to make their own art by looking closely at the work of others.  Sketching the details of an artwork or even the whole format is a valid way of extending pupils’ artistic skills, techniques and processes.

Looking at labels

The labels and interpretation panels in the Gallery can be used to introduce pupils to the artworks and start them thinking about meaning and process.  They are a useful starting point for conversation.

Labels/interpretation panels may include the following information:

Ÿ Artist’s name and dates

Ÿ Title

Ÿ Medium

Ÿ Process

Ÿ Size of the artwork (height and width)

Ÿ Date the artwork was made

Ÿ The subject matter or concepts

Ÿ An introduction to themes followed by the artist


What do you actually say to students when standing in front of an artwork?

It is important for students to talk about the work on display.  By discussing as well as looking, pupils develop their perception and language skills.  Pupils should be encouraged to analyse and observe thoughtfully.  

Ÿ Describe

Ÿ Question

Ÿ Discuss

Discussion strategies
· Engage children in preliminary discussion amongst themselves in pairs and sub-groups before trying to generate class discussion and feedback. Group discussion ensures talk is not dominated by the teacher or the most articulate pupils in the class.

· Questioning should be open-ended to encourage a personal response beyond ‘like’ or ‘dislike’.

· Simple comparison exercises between artworks can facilitate discussion, and helps pupils become aware of subtleties of form, colour and surface.

· Remember, very few questions have only one correct answer!
Below are a number of questions you may use to engage your group with an artwork. Some of the questions are relatively simple and some are more complex, therefore we suggest that you take some time to consider which are most appropriate for the ages and ability levels within your group.

Objective Engagement
Colour

· What colours can you see?

· How many colours can you count?
· Does one colour stand out? Why?
· Are the colours hot or cold?
· Primary or secondary colours?
· Harmonious or contrasting colours?
· Why has the artist chosen these colours? Do you think colour is an important part of the artist’s work?

Texture

· Is the surface flat or raised?

· Rough or smooth?

· If you touched the surface how would it feel?

· Does the texture remind you of anything else?

· Does the work have a variety or unity of texture?

· Has the texture been used to create an effect? How?

· Does the texture convey an emotion or feeling?

Shape and Form

· What shapes can you see in the painting/ object?

· Are there recurring shapes, lines, rhythms, forms?

Technique and Process

· What has the artist used to make the artwork?  Brushes, cloth, a palette knife, a mould or cast, their hands and fingers?

· Has a machine been used or is it handmade?

· Has paint been used thickly or thinly?

· How long do you think it took to make?  Hours, days, weeks, months or years?

· Do you think the artist finished the work all in one go, or kept coming back to it over a period of time?

Style

· Different eras and cultures use distinctive styles.  Why do you think the artwork looks the way it does?
· Does the artwork make you think of work by another artist?
· Is the artwork traditional or modern?
· Is it realistic, can you recognise what is represented straight away? Or is it distorted, ‘abstract’, ambiguous?  Are you unsure of what it is?

Scale
· Is it a ‘large scale’ piece of work?
· Why is it this size?
· Would the artwork have the same effect if it was a lot smaller or a lot bigger than its actual size?
· Is there a lot of detail or is the painting/decoration loose and free?
· Do you think working in detail is easier on a large or small area?
Subjective Engagement
· What is the content of the art work?
· Is the art work trying to convey a message? Is it a story?

· Are there any symbols that you might recognise or that might have a hidden meaning?

· What is the title? Does this change the meaning of the work or how you interpret it?

Contextual Engagement
· When, where and by who was the art work made? Do you know anything about this era/place/artist?

· Does this art work link to anything you have learnt in history? Social/political issues of the time?
· How would people in the past have viewed this art work? Have opinions towards it changed? Why?

· Does the art work relate to any other subject you do at school? Music, drama, maths, geography? (See Cross-Curricular Links)
· How would the art work look in a different setting? 

Personal Engagement
· What is your first reaction to this artwork? How does it make you feel?

· Why does it make you feel this way? Is it because of the colours/composition/textures?

· How do factors, such as where you come from, your background, family, ethnicity, affect your reaction?
· Do your opinions change throughout discussions?

· Does the work remind you of something that you know from your own life?

· Why does it remind you of that?

· How are your answers different/similar from others in the group? Why are they different/similar?

· How have your past experiences influenced your reaction?


Literacy
Use relevant language to articulate thoughts and feelings about an artwork supports literacy work as does engaging with the narrative in an artwork. A variety of writing styles can be employed to communicate responses through poems, stories, plays, letters or diaries.  Symbolism in paintings provides a good opportunity to look at the way symbols are used in everyday life. 
· Children list as many symbols as they can see then construct sentences in which some words are substituted with a symbol.
· Write a story/poem based on what you can see in the painting
· Write a short play introducing more characters and telling what might happen next
· ICT opportunity - use word processing to develop scripts

Numeracy
Several numeracy concepts and subjects can be investigated through various artworks; such as shape, pattern, symmetry, scale, perspective, proportion etc. 

· Using a line drawing of a painting make a grid over the picture and ask children to plot coordinates to locate objects e.g. identify 2D and 3D shapes.

· Look at the dates associated with this painting. How long ago was the picture painted? How old was the artist when he painted it? 
· ICT opportunity: Use software to create repeating patterns

Science

Themes such as exploring the properties of materials, light and dark, rocks and soils etc. can be studied using artworks.  
· List the different materials indicated in an artwork. Sort into a table based on their properties e.g. reflective and non reflective

· ICT opportunity: Use software to create diagrams and tables based on data.

· Draw and label the different parts of body/plants present in an artwork
Citizenship

Pupils can develop work in citizenship by communicating likes/dislikes, begin to recognise and deal with their feelings towards an artwork and appreciate and understand the differences in the feelings of others. 
· Discuss feelings and in small groups and with the whole class viewpoints on the artwork identifying differences and similarities in opinions

· Identify relationships between characters in a painting and why/how these characters affect each other

· Discuss the social values and traditions of certain characters in a painting from a different era
History

Learning about a painting can also involve investigation into why artists both past and present produce paintings, and the ways in which artists communicate. An historical focus could encompass comparing the life of a Victorian artist with a contemporary artist or concentrate on the clothing and furnishings featured in the painting to form the basis of a research project into items from different periods.
· Make a study of the development of shoes throughout history.

· Develop discussions about the costume, architecture, music, painting, literature, religion or social hierarchies of the period indicated by the picture

· Make comparisons with modern life/materials

Geography

Through looking at an artwork pupils can explore the effects of modern technology or increased population on a landscape. Pupils can also consider the effect public art (e.g. The Blue Carpet, outside the entrance to The Laing) has on a surrounding area.

· ICT opportunity: digitally placing an sculpture, featured in the gallery, in an external position or fabricating an environment to display a sculpture
· Using a painting of a local scene from a different era and discussing how it has changed over time, and the consequences of this change
· Using a contemporary painting of a local scene and imagining how it would once have looked
Music

Music can be investigated and experience through looking into composers who were contemporaries of the artist in focus and through exploration of the practical links between music and art.
· Listen to the music of composers contemporary to the artist
· Create an artwork in response to a piece of music or vice versa

· Create a visual score – a musical score written in the form of images


Below are a number of suggested activities which you may use to help your group to engage with the permanent collections, a temporary exhibition or a specific artwork/theme. Some of these activities may require some minimal preparation.
How many words?

Pupils take turns to use one word to describe a certain artwork, as soon as someone says a word which has already been said or takes longer than 5 seconds to think of a new word they are out of the game.
Can you visualise it?

Pupils write or verbally describe an artwork for one of their peers, and then adapt their description for somebody who is visually impaired (e.g. ‘fruit on a wooden table’ would become ‘fresh green apples and large juicy oranges placed on an old, rough, wooden table’) 
What’s the Connection?

In pairs or small groups, pupils select an item from a collection of handling resources (e.g. an object, photograph, poem, article, fabric swatch, sound etc.) Pupils then explore the gallery to find a connection between their item and an artwork, then feedback to peers about their choice of artwork and their reasoning. You may wish to extend this activity into finding an artwork which differs from their item and discuss how and why they chose this particular work. 
Mystery Bag 
Create a number of ‘feely bags’ containing one object which relates to an artwork in the gallery in some way (e.g. texture, actual objects within the painting, shapes). Pupils then use the Mystery Bags to draw the contained object from touch alone. You may want to limit the time each pupil has with a bag to encourage an instant response and eliminate the pupil’s temptation to look at the object. Pupils can then explore other paintings to find similar textures or shapes which relates to the Mystery Bag object/or their drawing. 

Artwork in the Hot-Seat
In small groups, pupils chose an artwork to focus on. One pupil from each group then becomes an object or character in the artwork; while the other pupils ask questions (e.g. what are you? How long did you have to pose for the artist? Do you like being displayed in an art gallery? How old are you? What are your hobbies?) Pupils could then go on to create a piece of art for someone with a visual impairment; a textured collage or sculpture.
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