
Thursday 1 March 2012
Friday 2 March 2012
Monday 5 March 2012

Museum open days for disabled  
and Deaf children and adults



What is the ‘Come on in’ event and who is it for?
The museums and galleries of the North East already receive many disabled and Deaf visitors 
every year but we want more of you to come in and tell us what you think. ‘Come on in’ is a 
series of open days designed for disabled and Deaf people who live in Northumberland, Tyne & 
Wear, County Durham or Teesside to do just that, ‘Come on in’.

When and where is the event taking place?
South Shields Museum & Art Gallery
Thursday 1 March 2012
10am – 5pm
Discover the history of South Tyneside from the Bronze Age until the end of the 19th century 
in Changing Faces and the life of world famous novelist, Catherine Cookson in Tales of South 
Tyneside.  Find out more about our art collection in Art Adventure and take a peep at the snakes 
and spiders in Creature Corner. Don’t forget to look at our changing exhibitions too, including 
Hajj: a Journey to the heart of Islam and the work of local fashion designer, Jax Styler.

Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens 
Friday 2 March 2012
10am – 5pm
Situated in the heart of the city, Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens has four floors of hands-
on displays, galleries and exhibitions, telling not only the story of the city and its people, but 
of fascinating worlds beyond. Highlights include a large number of paintings and drawings 
by the artist LS Lowry, collections of Wearside pottery and glass and examples of rare fossils 
found locally. The large indoor Winter Garden with its lush planting and water features adds yet 
another dimension to this varied and popular visitor attraction.

Segedunum Roman Fort, Baths & Museum, Wallsend
Monday 5 March 2012
10am – 3pm 
Segedunum tells the story of the Roman fort at the eastern end of Hadrian’s Wall. The Museum 
includes displays on the Romans, the colliery and the shipyards, a 35 metre high viewing 
tower, the excavated fort remains plus reconstructions of a Roman bath house and a section of 
Hadrian’s Wall.  

Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle
Monday 5 March 2012
10am – 5pm 
Special tours for this event will be available for two major displays from the Laing collections: 
Northern Spirit and our displays of 18th and 19th century art. Exhibitions on show include 
Northern City Renaissance, centred on American artist Stephen Hannock’s huge painting 
focussing on the history of the Tyne, commissioned by Sting. The AV Festival exhibition features 
moving images by acclaimed artist Torsten Lauschmann. In addition, Shakespeare in Art is part 
of the Theatre Royal’s 175th birthday celebrations.

What support can I get?
We can provide the following support if you tell us before Friday 24 February 2012:
• 	 BSL interpreters for Deaf visitors
• 	 Sighted guide assistance for blind and partially sighted visitors
• 	 General support for disabled visitors with specific requirements
• 	 Free transport for disabled people who do not have access to a car  
	 and find using public transport difficult
•	 Free guided tours for individuals and groups

How much will it cost?
Nothing!

How do I book a place or arrange transport,  
communication support or a guided tour?
Contact:
Robert Latham – Renaissance Equalities & Access Officer
Discovery Museum  
Blandford Square  
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 4JA
Tel: (0191) 277 2313
Textphone: 18001 0191 277 2313
Email: robert.latham@twmuseums.org.uk



For more information about  
a particular venue please contact:
South Shields Museum & Art Gallery
Ocean Road 
South Shields NE33 2JA
Tel: (0191) 456 8740
Textphone: 18001 0191 456 8740
Email: info@southshieldsmuseum.org.uk
Website: www.southshieldsmuseum.org.uk 

Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens
Burdon Road
Sunderland SR1 1PP
Tel: (0191) 553 2323
Textphone: 18001 0191 553 2323
Email: info@sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 
Website: www.sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 

Segedunum Roman Fort, Baths & Museum
Buddle Street 
Wallsend NE28 6HR
Tel: (0191) 236 9347  
Textphone: 18001 0191 236 9347
Email: info@segedunumromanfort.org.uk 
Website: www.segedunumromanfort.org.uk

Laing Art Gallery
New Bridge Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8AG
Tel: (0191) 232 7734
Textphone: 18001 0191 232 7734
Email: info@laingartgallery.org.uk 
Website: www.laingartgallery.org.uk 

This leaflet can be made available in a range of formats.
Please telephone (0191) 277 2313 for details.


